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of his reign. It is to be observed that the Constitu-
tion of the United States settles the quarrel in the
sense contended for by the King of England. The
heads of the Executive Departments subordinated to
the President do not sit in the Senate or in the
-JBouse. They are excluded from both by section 6
of Article L, which provides that "no person holding
any office under the United States shall be a member
of either House during his continuance in office.77

We are here brought to one of the most interest-
ing subjects which can engage the attention of the
Englishman of our day, the points of difference be-
tween the Government of the United States, as it
works under the provisions of the Federal Constitu-
tion, and the Government of Great Britain as it has
developed itself independently of any express control-
ling instrument. In order to bring out a certain
number of these differences clearly, I will first de-
scribe the manner in which the American House of
Representatives carries on its legislation, and its
method of regulating that occasional contact between
the Executive authorities and the Legislature, which
is inseparable from free government. I will then
contrast the system with that which is followed by
the British House of Commons at this moment. The
difference will be found to be striking, and, to an
Englishman, perhaps disquieting.

The  House of Representatives distributes itself,